CHAPTER III

IN the course of the next day the entire insurgent force and
the refugees also were transferred to the other side of the
river. The last to cross was the Vieshenska regiment of
Gregor Melekhov's First Division. Until evening Gregor
with twelve picked squadrons withstood the pressure of the
Reds/ and about five o'clock, on receiving word from
Kudynov that the army and the refugees had all crossed, he
gave the order to retreat.
In accordance with the insurgents* plans the companies
drawn from the Donside villages were to hold the river banktV
each opposite its own village. Where there were extensive
gaps between the villages the staff assigned companies drawn
from the cossacks of the steppe districts, the remainder of
these being held behind the line as a reserve. Thus along the
left bank of the Don the insurgent front stretched for nearly
a hundred miles, from the farthest villages of the Kazanska
district to the mouth of the Khoper.
Towards noon reports began to come in from the various
companies, in the majority of cases announcing that they
were already occupying their respective positions. As soon
as they arrived they hurriedly prepared for a trench war,
hastily digging trenches, cutting down and sawing poplars J
willows and oaks, constructing blindages and machine-gun
nests. All the empty sacks were commandeered from the
refugees, filled with sand, and arranged as breastworks in
front of the long line of trenches.
By the evening the digging of trenches was everywhere
completed.   Behind Vieshenska the first and third batteries
were masked in pine plantations.   For the eight guns there
were altogether only five shells.   Cartridges were also well-
nigh exhausted.   Kudynov despatched urgent couriers with
instructions strictly prohibiting all rifle-fire, and ordering^
that each company was to select its one or two finest marks- "
men and to supply them with adequate quantities of bullets,
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